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class, but insisted that society could not dispense with private 
property and exchange value, which began with the dawn of civi- 
lization and without which men could not be induced to put forth 
their best efforts and an equitable adjustment of rewards to ser- 
vices would be impossible. Gossen was therefore strongly in favor 
of legislation for the protection and elevation of the working class. 

Professor von Wenckstern has clearly shown that "the heart of 
the social problem is the problem of rights, especially the rights of 
labor," and that the justification of private property must be that 
it is essential to the welfare of the many, that is, the working class. 

J. E. Le Rossignol. 

University of Nebraska. 

Das Leben ernes Landarbeiters. By Franz Rehbein. Edited by 
Paul Gohse. (Jena: Verlag Eugen Diederichs. 1911. Pp. 
262. 3.50 m.) 

It is to a personal experience of the editor of this series that we 
owe, with two others, this new volume. Gohre's "Three Months in a 
Workshop" appeared in its English dress in 1895. The author 
because he was secretary of the Evangelical Social Congress, per- 
haps because he was himself of very humble origin, was led from 
sympathy to pass three months in a machine shop in Saxony. The 
letters describing his experience, published in the "Christliche 
Welt," excited so keen and wide an interest that a book soon fol- 
lowed which created an extraordinary interest among prosperous 
folk. Colorless imitations soon appeared, but also the more serious 
purpose expressed in a series of workmen's biographies, of which 
the present by Franz Rehbein is the fourth. In 1903 came "Denk- 
wiirdigkeiten und Erinnerungen eines Arbeiters." The next year, 
in two parts, appeared the life story of a modern factory operative 
(W. Bromme) ; and in 1909, the life of a technical handworker 
(Wenzel Holek). Rehbein, the subject of this notice, did not, like 
the other three, write his book while he was at the work described. 
In 1895 his right arm was torn out by a steam threshing machine. 
Bitter days follow this experience. Like so many others in ill 
luck, he is taken in hand by the director of a socialist newspaper. 
Slowly he learns to write with the left hand. He is meantime in a 
journalistic atmosphere, and comes naturally to contribute items 
especially upon subjects conected with farm life. Three years later 
he is in Berlin on the "Vorwarts." In 1909, at 42 years of age, he 
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suddenly died, leaving a wife and six children. The present work 
had then been some few months finished. 

In eleven chapters, the story deals with the minuter details of a 
hard life experience. It begins in the home of his father, a working 
tailor, where "thirteen coffee beans have to make fourteen cups." 
We follow him as a lad into East Pomerania ; then as one of that 
vast multitude of contract laborers into Saxony. In Holstein he 
becomes Hiitejunge for a small peasant; later Dienstjunge, and 
last Grossknecht. His three years in the cavalry (ch. 82) would 
make an invaluable document for the Peace Society. He becomes 
a social democrat "without knowing it," getting convictions from 
experience rather than from books — "dispossessing one both of per- 
sonality and morals, so worthless seems to him the mechanism" of 
the army. 

The story is told with graphic simplicity that reminds one of 
Gotthelf's famous "Uli, der Knecht." It is distinctively the inti- 
mate personal document with its limitations, but also with its per- 
suasiveness and power. It is perhaps the one best worth transla- 
tion. 

John Ghaham Brooks. 
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